deaths and 895,280 injuries in 1937. In Germany (with a population of 69 millions), 8,509 were killed and 171,120 were injured between the beginning of 1935 and the beginning of 1936. In France (with a population of 42 millions) there were 4,415 road deaths in 1935, though the number of injuries went unrecorded. In 1937, a relatively good year for road accidents in the 1930s, there were 6,561 deaths on Britain's roads and 227,813 injuries, at a time when the population was only about 46 millions.
2 Road deaths in Britain had exceeded 7,000 annually in the years 1930, 1933 and 1934. 3 These figures rose again during the Second World War to 8,264 in 1939, 8,609 in 1940 and 9,169 in 1941 according to Home Office files (7,136, 7,359 and 7,578 for England and Wales), although thereafter they fell as a result of the dramatic reduction in car ownership in late wartime Britain before there was a second 'road holocaust' in the 1950s and early 1960s. 4 These were truly alarming figures in a day and age when motorised transport was still in its infancy. Indeed, at the end of the 1930s Britain had only about three million motorised motor vehicles, two million of them cars (alongside about 426,000 motorcycles), compared with more about 34 million motor vehicles in 2013 (Table 1 .1), and the road casualties (Table 1. 2) were frighteningly high in relation to the number of vehicles. The situation has improved significantly since then, and there were only 1,300 deaths and 186,000 injuries in 2013 -though much of the recent improvement in road fatalities occurred between 2009 and 2013, with a decline of more than 40 per cent. 1905; 143,877 by 1910; 650,148 in 1920; and 2,273,661 in 1930. 
